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(up to 54 inches) 
The fox snake is so named because it se­

cretes a strong-smelling fluid suggestive of the 
odor of foxes. The fox snake is harmless but often 
mistakenly killed by those who do not know what 
it is. This snake also vibrates its tail when an­
noyed, causing people to think that it is a rattle­
snake. 

The fox snake is yellowish in color with large 
dark saddles and side blotches. The head is a dis­
tinct bronze color. 

The fox snake is associated with woody rock 
bluffs along larger streams and the adjacent moist 
lowlands. Rodents form the bulk of its diet, but it 
may also eat amphibians, lizards or small birds. 

The fox snake occurs in the southern half of 
Minnesota. It is a species of special concern. 
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Fox Snake 

>JJU'""J<",,,_ (up to 72 inches) 
The black rat snake is sometimes called the "pilot snake" because of a superstitious 

belief that it will lead other snakes to safety in times of danger. It is a plain, shiny black 
snake with a white or cream-colored chin and throat. The color between the black scales 
of the body is yellowish or sometimes reddish. 

The black rat snake, a woodland snake, frequents moist forests and forest edges 
during the summer months. It moves to rocky outcrops or bluffs in the fall and spring. 
This snake is a good climber and may be found high up in trees where it can retreat to tree 
cavities. 

Like many other rodent-eating snakes, the black rat snake will vibrate its tail in imi­
tation of a rattler. 

This species is rare in Minnesota. It has been reported only in Houston, Winona and 
Olmsted counties. The black rat snake is listed as a species of special concern. 



(up to 60 inches) 
The blue racer is a fast-moving snake that is almost impossible to catch. It is an at­

tractive, slender snake that is plain blue above, white on its chin and throat, and yellowish 
along its belly. The shade of blue above is variable; it may be greenish or grayish with the 
head being darker. Very often, an even darker area extends backward from the eye. 

The blue racer occupies a variety of habitats in the deciduous forest regions of 
Minnesota, including forested hillsides, bluff prairies, grasslands and open woods. It feeds 
on rodents, reptiles, amphibians and insects. As insects and rodents are its chief food 
source, it is an economically beneficial creature. The blue racer is found only in the 
southeastern counties of the state. It is a species of special concern. 

Blue Racer 



if you have questions or in-
formation about one of these 
rare, threatened, endangered, 
or special concern species, 
please contact your area 
Nongame Wildlife Specialist 
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(up to 42 inches) 

Northern Water Snake 

Although many snakes readily take to the water, the northern water snake is the only 
Minnesota snake that is highly aquatic and an excellent diver. This harmless snake is often 
mistaken for the venomous water moccasin and killed on sight. Water moccasins have 
never been native to Minnesota and our water snakes are in no way related to them. 

The northern water snake is stout-bodied with a large head that is broad through 
the jaws. It has a dark brown body with faint brown markings. The belly may be colorful; 
creamy, yellowish or reddish with dusky mottling. 

This snake is never found far from lakes, streams, ponds or marshes. It sleeps and 
hibernates on dry land and restricts itself to a small home area that it inhabits year after 
year. 

The water snake feeds primarily on fish, frogs, salamanders and crayfish. 
The northern water snake is found in the southeastern and east central parts of the 

state. 



(up to 54 inches) 
The timber rattlesnake, one of two venomous snakes that occur in Minnesota, is 

sometimes also called the "banded" rattler. 
In Minnesota, this snake is yellowish with black or dark brown crossbands. The 

timber rattlesnake can always be identified by the presence of a "rattle" at the end of the 
tail, the wide head with a narrow neck, the deep facial pit on each side of the head between 
the eye and nostril, and the vertical pupil of the eye. The head of this snake has no 
markings. 

The timber rattlesnake inhabits deciduous forests, croplands, and bottorrilands 
along river valleys in the summer. In the spring and fall, it is more likely to be seen near 
steep, rugged bluffs, rock ledges and outcrops near overwintering dens. 

Rodents and small birds are the chief foods of the timber rattlesnake. 
The timber rattlesnake is found along the Mississippi River Valley in southeastern 

Minnesota north to Washington County (see map). This snake is listed by the state as a 
species of special concern. 
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6-Lined Racerunner 

5-Lined Skink 

Prairie Skink 

Lizards, like snakes, are reptiles. They 
regulate their body temperature by seeking sun 
or shade. They have slender, smooth-scaled 
bodies and reproduce by laying eggs. Unlike 
snakes, lizards have external ear openings and 
eyelids that move! Some lizards also have a 
curious escape mechanism whereby their tail 
breaks off if a predator grabs them. However, 
this tailless condition is not permanent. Over 
time the tail grows back although sometimes a 
little shorter! 

There are three species of lizards in 
Minnesota- the northern prairie skink, the 5-
lined skink and the 6- lined racerunner. 



Northern Prairie Skink Hatchling 

The northern prairie skink, also known as the black-banded skink, is the most 
common skink in Minnesota. They have smooth, shiny scales and grow up to 7 
inches. The northern prairie skink is identified by three wide, tan to light brown 
stripes, separated by two narrow black stripes along the length of the back. Its sides 
are marked by three black stripes separated by two narrow white stripes. The head is 
tan and the unmarked belly is tan to light gray. Juveniles have bright blue-black tails. 

Prairie skinks are active from May through September. They are often found in 
sandy areas such as stream banks or openings in pine barrens and grasslands. As the 
weather turns cold, they retreat deep into burrows to hibernate for the winter. 

Their diet includes grasshoppers, crickets, tree and leaf hoppers, beetles, cat­
erpillars, and spiders. 

The 5- lined skink is called the bluedevil or blue-tailed skink, and grows to 7 
inches in length. It is an endangered species in Minnesota. Although quite common 
in the east central and southern United States, one of its populations in Minnesota is 



isolated from other 5- lined skink populations by about 150 miles. This is known as a 
"disjunct" population. 

Juvenile, 5- lined skinks and adult female, 5- lined skinks are easily recog­
nized by the five distinct yellow stripes that run down the back of their black, shiny 
bodies. This dorsal stripe forms a "Y'' on top of the head. Their tails are bright metal­
lic blue, somewhat like that of the young, northern prairie skink. As the males ma­
ture, their color fades to brown, their tails turn gray and their stripes become barely 
visible. During the mating season, however, their head and lips (labial scales) turn 
bright red. 

Five-lined skinks live on south-facing, rocky outcrops, in old woodlots, along 
moist forest edges, and in openings in pine barrens, oak savannas and dry northern 
hardwood forests. In Minnesota, they have been found on granite outcrops along the 
Minnesota River Valley near Granite Falls, (Yellow Medicine County) and in southeast­
ern Minnesota in Houston and Fillmore counties. 

Like prairie skinks, 5- lined skinks feed on a variety of invertebrates such as 
spiders, crickets, locusts, beetles, beetle larvae, caterpillars, and even snails. 

Five-lined Skink 



Hatchling 

Six-lined Racerunner 

The six-lined racerun­
ner, is a quick, slender lizard 
found on the hillsides of dry 
prairies and in dry-mesic 
prairies above the Mississippi 
River floodplains south from 
Dakota County. 

It grows to 9. 5 inches in 
length. It has six, light yellow or 
yellow-green dorsal stripes along 
its brown or dark brown body 
and bright green or yellow-green 
sides. The adult's rough-scaled 
tail is usually gray or light 
brown in contrast to the juve­
nile's pale, powdery blue-green 
tail. 

Their diet consists of 
grasshoppers, crickets, wasps, 
moths, butterflies, caterpillars, 
and flies. 
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Contact a Regional Nongame Wildlife 
Specialist at one of the following 
locations: 

2115 Birchmont Road NE 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
218-755-2976 

1201 E. Highway 2 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
218-327-4421 

1601 Minnesota Drive 
Brainerd, MN 56401 
218-828-2228 

Box 756 
New Ulm, MN 56073 
507-354-2196 

2300 Silver Creek Road NE 
Rochester, MN 55904 

Box 7, 500 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4007 
612-297-2277 
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